
 

 

“Think big, do the right thing and show team spirit.” 
 

          Mr Philip Lloyd, Headteacher     



 

 

Course Overview 
The qualification is designed for post-16 learners who want to progress to higher education in art and design related 

discipline. It is an opportunity for learners to understand more about the  scope of art and design and develop knowledge of 

the creative process. The optional units allow learners to study areas such as fashion, textiles, graphics, photography, 3D 

studies and fine art. The qualification has been designed as a one-year, full-time qualification, or a full two-year programme 

when studied alongside further level 3 qualifications. 

Course Structure 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 national diploma in art and design is a 510 credit and 510 guided learning hours qualification 
that consists of 6 units. 
 
 Equivalent in size to 1.5 A levels 
 4 mandatory units which make up 59%  of the qualification 
 2 external units which make up 41% of the qualification 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
This qualification gives students a wide choice of progression options into further study, training or relevant employment. 

Students who successfully complete the qualification will be well equipped to move onto university to study for numerous 

professions including the Textile and Fashion industry, Photography, 3D design or art based employment. 

Entry Requirements 
You will need to have studied (any) GCSE art and design or an equivalent qualification and gained a grade B or equivalent.  
We also require you to have a C grade in Maths and English. 

   
   

 NATIONAL DIPLOMA IN ART & DESIGN 
 BTEC Level 3 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Mr P Henderson : Teacher of Art and Design  
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Course Overview 
A Level in Biology A specification aims to encourage learners to: 

•• develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the subject and how they relate to each other  

•• develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of scientific methods  

•• develop competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical and problem solving skills  

•• develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including developing an interest in further study and careers 

associated with the subject  

•• understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the 

nomy and society (as exemplified in ‘How Science Works’ (HSW)). 

Course Structure 

 Content is split into six teaching modules: 
 •• Module 1 – Development of practical skills in biology 
 •• Module 2 – Foundations in biology 
 •• Module 3 – Exchange and transport 
 •• Module 4 – Biodiversity, evolution and disease 
 •• Module 5 – Communication, homeostasis and energy 
 •• Module 6 – Genetics, evolution and ecosystems 
 Component 01 assesses content from modules 1, 2, 3 and 5. 
 Component 02 assesses content from modules 1, 2, 4 and 6. 
 Component 03 assesses content from all modules (1 to 6). 
 Assessments: Biological processes (01) 100 marks 2 hour 15 minutes written paper 
      Biological diversity (02) 100 marks 2 hour 15 minutes written paper 
      Unified biology (03) 70 marks 1 hour 30 minutes written paper  
                                  Practical Endorsement in biology (04) (non exam assessment)  

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
Any science degree including medicine, dentistry and veterinary sciences. 

 

Entry Requirements 
Additional and core science B or above (or equivalent) 

   
   

 BIOLOGY 
 A Level 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Mrs S Ghani : Head of Science  
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Course Overview 
Edexcel  A level  Business. Two Year Course. 4 Theme Areas.  

Students are introduced to business in Themes 1 and 2 through building knowledge of core business concepts and applying 

them to business contexts to develop a broad understanding of how businesses work. Breadth and depth of knowledge and 

understanding, with applications to a wider range of contexts and more complex business information, are developed in 

Themes 3 and 4, requiring students to take a more strategic view of business opportunities and issues. 

Course Structure 

Four themes are taught across the two years . Included in these theme areas are opportunities to study finance, marketing, 
entrepreneurial behaviour and globalisation. These themes are then examined as; 
Paper 1– Marketing, people and global business. Written exam worth 35% 
Paper 2—Business activities, decisions and strategy. Written exam worth 35% 
Paper  3—Investigating business in a competitive environment. Written exam worth 30% 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
A Level Students are most likely to progress to University however Business Studies is an excellent platform to gain 
placements on Higher apprenticeships. The business department at post 16 works closely with Ernst and Young and PWC 
as well as KPMG all of whom offer undergraduate programmes.  

Entry Requirements 
Due to the literate and analytical nature of A level Business this course is not suitable for learners who have not studied 
business at GCSE unless they have academic grades of A and A*. Learners who have studied Business at BTEC need to 
have achieved a distinction level and those studying GCSE a B grade or above.  

   
   

 BUSINESS 
 A Level 

For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Miss S Sadler : Head of Zone 
   

 
NORTH BIRMINGHAM ACADEMY 395 College Road, Erdington Birmingham B44 0HF 

T: 0121 373 1647  F: 0121 382 2707  E: NBA.Enquiries@E-ACT.org.uk W: www.nbacademy.org.uk 
 

E-ACT ‘A charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England & Wales’ 
Registration number 652 6376 

Registered office address: 10 Queen Street Place, London EC4R 1BE 

mailto:NBA.Enquiries@E-ACT.org.uk


 

 

Course Overview 
The Level 3 Diploma is a 720 GLH course equivalent to two A Levels. It comprises 8 units of study of which 6 are 

mandatory and 3 are external. Including a  Finance based written examination.  For examinations all learners take the same 

assessment at the same time. For set tasks learners take the assessment during a defined window and demonstrate 

understanding through completion of a vocational task. Some external assessments include a period of preparation using 

set information. External assessments are available twice a year and learners can have only one resit attempt during the 

two years. 

Course Structure 

This is the current course structure; Exploring Business (Assignments) Marketing (Set external task) Finance (Exam) Event 
Management ( Assignments / Practical) International Business ( Assignments) Principles of Management (Set external task) 
Work Experience ( Practical) Recruitment (Assignments / Practical). These units are taught across two year with some 
external / examination in both year 12 and 13.  

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
100% of previous Business Students progress to either University Courses or  Higher Apprenticeships with the majority 

choosing University as their pathway.  

Most careers require a level of business understanding however specific careers could include: Management, Teaching, 

Law, Accountancy, Advertising, Marketing, Journalism and running your own business. 

Entry Requirements 
It is useful but not essential to have studied Business at either GCSE or Level 2  BTEC. It is however essential that you 
have GCSE or equivalent grades of C or above in your Core Subjects as these skills are essential to  ensure Pass or better 
performance on this course. 

   
   

 BUSINESS 
 BTEC Level 3 

For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Miss S Sadler : Head of Zone  
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Course Overview 
The aims of these specifications are to encourage candidates to: 

 Develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for chemistry, including developing an interest in further 

 Study and careers in chemistry 

 Appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the sciences contribute to 

 The success of the economy and society 

 Develop and demonstrate a deeper appreciation of the skills, knowledge and understanding of How Science 
Works 

 Develop essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of chemistry and how they relate to each 

 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
The course provides a valuable foundation for candidates who wish to take chemistry or related subjects at university 
degree level. This can lead to jobs in Chemical industry, Pharmaceuticals industry, Medicine, research and engineering.  

Entry Requirements 
Students who aim to study AS chemistry should have attained a B grade at GCSE Triple Chemistry or BB at GCSE 
Additional science. It is also expected that students have attained to at least B grade GCSE in Mathematics. 

   
   

 CHEMISTRY 
 A Level 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Mrs Bains : Head of Chemistry  
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Content is split into six teaching mod

ules: 

 Module 1—Development of practical 

skill sin chemistry 

 Module 2—Foundations in chemistry 

 Module 3—Periodic table and energy 

 Module 4—Core organic chemistry 

 Module 5—Physical chemistry and 

transition elements 

 Module 6—Organic chemistry and 

analysis 
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Course Overview 
This course provides students with the opportunity to gain experience of performance and choreography and to develop 

critical thinking about Dance. This four-unit specification requires students to: 

- Develop understanding and knowledge as well as critical skills for the analysis of choreography and performance 

 within their own work and in professional repertoire. 

- Gain experience of choreography and performance through practice. 

- Gain in-depth knowledge of specific study areas and professional works. 

Course Structure 

 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
NBA will prepare you for the study of dance and the performing arts at degree level if this is your chosen career path. The 
industry is vast, employing an estimated 30,000 people in dance related roles in the UK alone. There are numerous 
professions in dance; from dancing, teaching, choreography or dance notation. In addition to this, people work in the dance 
industry as community dance practitioners, promoters, producers, designers, publicists, technicians, physiotherapists, 
medical and alternative practitioners, therapists, writers and academics.  

Entry Requirements 
Students should have experience in performing in school and/or in other venues. GCSE or BTEC equivalent in dance is 
desirable but not essential. GCSE in English Language and Science.  

   
   

 DANCE 
 A Level 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Miss Taylor - Head of Dance  
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Year 1 Year 2 

Component 1: Performance & Choreography – 50% 
-  Choreography of a solo (40 marks) 

-  Performance of a choreographed solo (20 marks) 
-  Performance in a duet/trio (20 marks) 

  

Component 1: Performance & Choreography – 50% 
-  Solo performance linked to a specific practitioner within an 

   area of study (20 marks) 
- Performance in a quartet (20 marks) 

- Group choreography (40 marks) Stimulus set by AQA. 
  

Component 2: Critical Engagement – 50%, 2hrs 
Section A: short answer questions on own practice (15 marks) 
Section B: short answer questions on the compulsory area of 

study (15 marks) 
Section C: 2 essay questions – 1 on the compulsory area of 

study (25 marks) and 1 on a second area of study (25 marks) 
  

Component 2: Critical Engagement – 50%, 2hrs 30 mins 
Section A: short answer questions (25 marks) and one essay 

question (25 marks) on the compulsory area of study 
Section B: two essay questions on the second set work/area of 

study (25 marks for each essay) 
  

Compulsory area of study: Rambert Dance Company 
Second area of study: American Jazz Dance (1940-1975) 

  

Compulsory area of study: Rambert Dance Company  
Compulsory set work: Rooster (Christopher Bruce, 1991) 

Second area of study: American Jazz Dance 
Second set work: ‘Singin’ in the Rain’ (1952) 
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Course Overview & Structure 
Component 1: Devising (*Component Code: 9DR0/01) 
Coursework 
40% of the qualification 
80 marks 
Content overview 
● Devise an original performance piece. 
● Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as stimuli. 
● Centre choice of text and practitioner. 
 
Component 2: Text in Performance (*Component Code: 9DR0/02) 
Coursework 
20% of the qualification 
60 marks 
Content overview 
● A group performance/design realisation of one key extract from a performance text. 
● A monologue or duologue performance/design realisation from one key extract from a 
different performance text. 
 
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (*Paper Code: 9DR0/03) 
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes 
40% of the qualification 
80 marks 
Content overview 
● Live theatre evaluation – choice of performance. 
● Practical exploration and study of a complete performance text – focusing on how this 
can be realised for performance. 
● Practical exploration and interpretation of another complete performance text, in light 
of a chosen theatre practitioner – focusing on how this text could be reimagined for a 
contemporary audience. 

Entry Requirements 
  Five GCSE at A* to C 
  English at  A* - C level 
  Achievement at KS4 in arts subject - shows KS3 success 
  Extra curricular activities to support application would be an advantage 
  You do not have to have studied GCSE drama / performing arts 

   
   

 DRAMA 
 A Level 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

  Mr J Davies : Assistant Vice Principal  
   

 
NORTH BIRMINGHAM ACADEMY 395 College Road, Erdington Birmingham B44 0HF 

T: 0121 373 1647  F: 0121 382 2707  E: NBA.Enquiries@E-ACT.org.uk W: www.nbacademy.org.uk 
 

E-ACT ‘A charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England & Wales’ 
Registration number 652 6376 

Registered office address: 10 Queen Street Place, London EC4R 1BE 

mailto:NBA.Enquiries@E-ACT.org.uk


 

 

Course Overview:   
 
Pupils will study Aspects of Tragedy and Elements of Political and Social Protest Writing, with students completing two 
independent essays exploring critical theories. The course explores different ways of readings texts and their role within 
society. We therefore offer texts which challenge traditional ideas and interpretations, enabling pupils to read not only the 
past, but the present society through a critical lens. Texts include canonical writers such as Shakespeare and Blake 
alongside modern texts by Hosseini and Attwood. We develop a knowledge of analytical reading and transferable skills 
through seminar discussion, extended writing and independent research which empowers students as successful learners 
and confident individuals who are prepared for a role within Higher Education or  employment. 

Course Structure:  

 
Over two years pupils will study the texts and skills needed to complete two exam papers (to be assessed June) and two 
pieces of independent coursework (to be submitted May).  
 
Aspects of Tragedy:  Students will answer questions on the study of this genre. Sections A and B will focus on 
Shakespeare’s Othello with Section C exploring Fitzgerald’s Great Gatsby and Shakespeare’s Richard II.  
 
Elements of Social and Political Protest: Section A provides an unseen extract to be analysed in terms of the genre, with 
pupils selecting questions from B and C using Blake’s Songs of Innocence and Experience, Hosseini’s Kite Runner and 
Attwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale.   
  
Non-Exam Assessment (NEA): Pupils complete two independent essays on poetry and a novel using their own choice of 
critical theory. 

Progression Routes & Qualifications:  
 
English Literature is a highly regarded A Level that can take students onto almost any course of study. It is an essential 
choice for those considering an English degree and is a recommended option for students considering Humanities subjects, 
languages or Law. An English Literature qualification could lead to opportunities in many careers including Law, Politics, 
Journalism, Business Management and Publishing. 

Entry Requirements: English GCSE minimum grade 5 or above. 

   
   

      A-Level  
         English Literature 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

  Miss Walsh: English Literature Key Stage 5 Lead  
Miss Chauhan: A-Level English Teacher 

Mr Kirby: Head of English   
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Course Overview 
The course is designed to encourage you to develop an understanding of the French language and culture in French-

speaking countries across the world. You will also study a French film and a novel, giving you the chance to study culture in 

depth alongside the language. The A Level French course covers a variety of interesting issues such as how families have 

changed and immigration, alongside cinema, music and politics. 

Across the two years, you study 12 topics ranging from the ‘cyber-society’ to the importance of music in the French 

speaking world. You also study a film and a book in detail. In Year 13, you also complete an individual research project of 

your choice. 

Course Structure 

Paper 1: 2.5 hour paper on listening, reading and translation (50% of final A Level grade) 
Paper 2: 2 hour paper on writing (20% of final A Level grade) 
Paper 3: 16-18 minute speaking exam (30% of final A Level grade) 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
With the competition for university places growing ever fiercer, it really pays to have a foreign language qualification on your 

CV, even if you do not intend to study languages at university. This can be a bonus when applying for a wide variety of 

courses, as languages are considered to be challenging A Levels. Your career prospects will improve, as not only do people 

with language qualifications earn on average 8% more, but they are also less likely to be unemployed after university than 

any other graduates (except from medicine and veterinary science graduates). 

Entry Requirements 
GCSE French Grade B or above 

   
   

 FRENCH 
 A Level 

For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Miss Callanan : Head of Modern Languages 
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Course Overview 
The Geography A Level aims to build on the skills you have already studied at GCSE, but widens your perspective! Instead 

of focusing in on small case studies, you will look at a wider picture, taking in to account interactions across the whole 

planet in both human and physical systems. You will explore key contemporary debates such as “What should we do about 

Climate Change?” and “has Brexit doomed us all?”. A wide range of units offers something to suit every future geographer, 

with both human and physical content covered, while also equipping you with key transferable skills to suit any future 

career. 

Course Structure 

 
The Geography A level is made up of 3 Papers, which each have several units:  
Physical Systems: 
 Landscape Systems in Glaciated areas  
 Earths life support systems 
Human Interactions: 
 Changing spaces; making places 
 Global connections in Trade 
 Global Governance in Power and Borders 
 
Each unit also includes a skills component, and you will complete a geographical research and enquiry task 
based on field research trip in the summer of year 12. 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
From this course you will receive a full A Level, which is much respected across a wide range of university courses. Most 

BSc degrees will ask for a range of scientific subjects in their entry requirements, which Geography can be included in! Ba 

courses will also respect the wide range of transferable skills, such as essay writing, data analysis and enquiry skills! 

Geography can also open doors in to opportunities in the travel and tourism industry, international relations, scientific 

research, business, and every government! Our current prime minister did a degree in Geography, as well as Prince 

William!  

Entry Requirements 
Grade C or above (or equivalent) in Geography, English and Maths. 

   
   

 GEOGRAPHY 
 A Level 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

  Mrs E Smith : Teacher in charge of Geography  
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Geographical Debates:  

Two from:  

Climate Change 

Disease Dilemmas  

Exploring Oceans  

Future of Food  

Hazardous Earth  
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  HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
 BTEC Level 3 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

  Mr Louise Maher— Senior Vice Principal  
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Course Overview 

Course Structure 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 

Entry Requirements 
There are no formal entry requirements. It is recommended stduents have or are working towards a grade C (level 4)  or 
above in English and Maths. 
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Course Overview 
This exciting course covers two highly significant periods of History and will give you a detailed understanding of how and 

why Britain functions as it does today, and then why the wider world is in such a constant state of tension. 

In our first Unit we will be looking at life in Elizabethan Britain. Sex, money, power and corruption are all key themes in 

understanding how Britain rapidly became the most powerful nation on the planet. 

In our second unit we will look at The Cold. The threats of a Third World War, nuclear annihilation, spies and conspiracy 

theories, Vietnam and the collapse of Communism in Europe. The Cold War explains why the world we live in today is the 

way it is. Simply, it is the most fascinating course you’ll ever do. 

Course Structure 

The two year AQA A Level History course consists of 5 separate units.  
 
In Year 12 you will study, in brief, both modules and develop a solid foundation of understanding making use of  a range of 
primary and secondary sources to bring you face to face with the past. Year 12 is assessed by two exams at the end of the 
year. 
 
In Year 13 your depth of knowledge intensifies in the two areas of study and, in addition to two further exams you will write 
your own piece of coursework on a topic of your own choosing. 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
History students go onto hold some of the most high paying and important positions in the country. Commonly students who 

take History and develop their research, analysis and evaluation skills look towards careers in law, journalism, PR, 

academia, research & development, business development and as Officers in the British Armed Forces.  

Studying History opens up a world of opportunities. 

Entry Requirements 
Minimum of a Grade B in GCSE History. 
 

   
   

 HISTORY 
 A Level 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Mr J Davies : Head of History  
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Course Overview 
Students study the relationship between hardware and software, managing and communicating information and data, and 
the principles of designing and developing computer programs across four mandatory units: 

● Information Technology Systems  

● Creating Systems to Manage Information  

● Using Social Media in Business 

● Programming.  

Students select two additional units of study from the following: data modelling, website development, mobile apps 

development and computer games development. 

Course Structure 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
Will the qualification lead to employment, if so, in which job role and at which level? The qualification, when studied with 

other level 3 qualifications, is aimed at progression to higher education. However, it also enables students to develop the 

knowledge and skills needed for entry level roles related to IT, including vocational apprenticeship roles and trainee/entry 

level roles in software development web/content development, mobile apps design, games design, programming and IT/

business analysis support. 

Entry Requirements 
5 GCSE at C or above (or the equivalent) including maths. 

   
   

 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 BTEC Level 3 

For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

  Mr Chris Seager : Assistant Vice Principal  
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Course Overview 
The course will build upon many skills learnt during GCSE mathematics including (but not limited to) skills learnt in algebra, 
geometry and statistics, and will develop problem solving and reasoning skills. Students need to have a logical approach to 
answering questions and be hard working and willing to set aside at least 10 hours of independent study a week. The 
Mathematics A-level studies both pure and applied (Statistics and Mechanics) Maths. The Pure Mathematics topics are: 
Proof, Algebra and Functions, Co-ordinate geometry in the (x,y) plane, Sequences and Series, Trigonometry, 
Differentiation, Integration, Numerical Methods and Vectors. The Applied Mathematics topics are for Statistics: Statistical 
Sampling, Data Presentation and Interpretation, Probability, Statistical Distributions, Statistical Hypothesis testing and for 
Mechanics: Quantities and units in mechanics, Kinematics, Forces and Newton’s laws, and Moments. 

Course Structure 

The Department subscribes to the Edexcel examination board. The assessments take place in May or June. 
 
The A-level culminates in three exams at the end of the two years: two pure and one applied (with Statistics and Mechanics 
in separate sections) with each paper equally weighted.  
 
Those just taking a one year AS in Mathematics take only two exams: one pure and one applied (Statistics and Mechanics) 
with the pure paper being worth a higher amount than the applied paper. 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
The qualification in mathematics is an excellent foundation for pupils interested in entering many subjects and careers: 

 The Financial and Economic World 

 Engineering 

 Medicine 

An A-level in Mathematics is also looked highly on by universities and employees as it demonstrates problem solving skills.   

Entry Requirements 
All students must have at least a Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics to start the course.  
 

   
   

 MATHS 
 A Level 

For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Miss A Gadd : Head of Maths  
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Course Overview 
In one way or another media touches every area of our lives from politics to economics, it is not just a tool for mindless 

entertainment as many people assume.  It is this belief that is key to our Department Vision; in order to thrive in the modern 

world young people must have an understanding of how the media works and the language to decode it.  By the end of your 

time within the department you will have the media literacy skills to be able to; identify the codes, conventions and 

techniques used to construct a text, decode and analyse the meanings of a text, understand the agenda of the producers, 

assess how different audience members would 'read' a text, apply codes, conventions and techniques to your own 

productions and be able to critically evaluate them.  

Course Structure 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
There are hundreds of jobs within the media since the industry composes a range of sectors including; journalism, 

advertising and marketing, game design, tv production, film production, radio production and web design.  Jobs can include 

technical roles such as sound engineer or editor, creative roles such as writer or cinematographer and management roles 

such as director or producer.   

Entry Requirements 
For both courses – C grade in either English GCSE or Media & English GSCE  

   
   

 MEDIA 
 A Level 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

  Mrs E McAneny : Head of Media  
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Year 12 

Controlled Assessment: 50% (of AS), 25% (of A2) 

Unit 2: Creating Media (MEST2) 

Produce 3 linked production pieces taken from 2 of 3 me-
dia platforms studied in Unit 1 plus a 1500 word evalua-
tion.  Production tasks are chosen from a set of briefs re-
leased by the board.  

Written Examination: 50% (of AS), 25% (of A2) 

Unit 1: Investigating Media (MEST1) 

2hr written exam consisting of Section A: 4 questions 
based on an unseen text and Section B: one essay ques-
tion based on case study carried out over the course of 
the year. 

Year 13 

Controlled Assessment: 25% 

Unit 4: Research and Production (MEST4) 

Produce a Critical Investigation consisting of a 2000 word 
individual investigation based around a media issue or de-
bate set by the board.  Then produce a Linked Production 
practical piece that should highlight issues raised in Critical 
Investigation.   

Written Examination: 25% 

Unit 3: Critical Perspectives (MEST3) 

2hr written exam consisting of Section A: 3 questions based 
on an unseen text and Section B: one essay question 
based on one of two case study areas carried out over the 
course of the year. 
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Course Overview 
In one way or another media touches every area of our lives from politics to economics, it is not just a tool for mindless 

entertainment as many people assume.  It is this belief that is key to our Department Vision; in order to thrive in the modern 

world young people must have an understanding of how the media works and the language to decode it.  By the end of your 

time within the department you will have the media literacy skills to be able to; identify the codes, conventions and 

techniques used to construct a text, decode and analyse the meanings of a text, understand the agenda of the producers, 

assess how different audience members would 'read' a text, apply codes, conventions and techniques to your own 

productions and be able to critically evaluate them.  

Course Structure 

 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
There are hundreds of jobs within the media since the industry composes a range of sectors including; journalism, 

advertising and marketing, game design, tv production, film production, radio production and web design.  Jobs can include 

technical roles such as sound engineer or editor, creative roles such as writer or cinematographer and management roles 

such as director or producer.   

Entry Requirements 
For both courses – C grade in either English GCSE or Media & English GSCE  

   
   

 MEDIA 
 BTEC Level 3 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Mrs E McAneny : Head of Media  
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Year 12 

Controlled Assessment: 76% 

2 Units: Pre-production Portfolio, Film Production 

Produce a project based assignment, compiling a portfo-
lio of evidence for assessment internally and moderation 
externally. 

External Assessment: 41% 

2 Units: Media Representations and Responding to a 
Commission 

Unit 1 - 2hr onscreen exam consisting of 10 questions in 
response to an unseen text.  

Unit 8 - complete a task consisting of Part A: a commis-
sion for a media product 2 weeks before assessment 
period and Part B:  response to commission completed in 
5 hours.  Assessment to be sat in 2 windows (January/
June). 
 

Year 13 

Controlled Assessment: 66% 

1 Unit: Advertising Production 

Produce a project based assignment, compiling a portfolio 
of evidence for assessment internally and moderation ex-
ternally. 

External Assessment: 41% 

1 Unit: Media Campaigns 

Complete a task consisting of Part A: 12 week preparatory 
period based on a brief and Part B:  response to brief 
completed in 30 hours  Assessment to be sat in 1 window 
(June). 
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Course Overview 
Whether you are a vocalist, classical musician, rapper or sequencer the A-Level music programme will allow you to expand 

and develop your skills, whilst learning the theory to underpin your practical studies.  The course consists of three elements: 

Performance, Composition and Appraising and the flexible approach to the qualification allows you to perform, create and 

learn about the area of music that you are passionate about.  

Course Structure 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
The qualification offers excellent routes into studying higher-level music or related courses with the possibility of direct entry 

into the industry as a performer or a composer.  The skills learnt in the subject would also enhance the application to other 

subjects by demonstrating ability in independent learning, research / analysis, working collaboratively and resilience.   

Entry Requirements 
5 GCSE grade 5 or above, including English.  Although GCSE / BTEC Level 2 music is preferable, musical experience / 
ability will be considered. 

   
   

 MUSIC 
 A Level 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

 Miss L Hornsby : Teacher Music  
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Component 1: Appraising music Component 2: Performance Component 3: Composition 

What’s Assessed: 
 • Listening 
• Analysis 
• Contextual understanding 

What's assessed: 
  
Music performance 
  

What's assessed: 
  
Composition 
  

How it's assessed: 
 Exam paper with listening and written 
questions using excerpts of music. 
  

How it's assessed: 
 Solo and/or ensemble performing as an 
instrumentalist, or vocalist and/or music 
production (via technology). 

How it's assessed: 
 • Composition 1: 
Composition to a brief (25 marks) 
• Composition 2: 
Free composition (25 marks) 

Content: 
 • Section A: Listening (56 marks) 
• Section B: Analysis (34 marks) 
• Section C: Essay (30 marks) This 
component is 40% of A-level marks 
(120 marks). 

Content: 
 A minimum of ten minutes of perfor-
mance in total is required. This compo-
nent is 35% of A-level marks (50 
marks). 
  

Content: 
 A minimum of four and a half minutes 
of music in total is required. This com-
ponent is worth 25% of A-level marks 
(50 marks). 
  

mailto:NBA.Enquiries@E-ACT.org.uk


 

 

Course Overview 
 

Course Structure 

 Two year LINEAR course from 2015 
 First Exam AS. 2016 
 A-Level. 2017 
 No coursework. 
 Students will be entered for AS and A-level exams. 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
 Engineering 

Consultancy 

Banking 

Accounting 

Chemical Industry 

Entry Requirements 
3 Bs in Triple Science + B in Maths + B in English or 
2 Bs in Double Awards + B in Maths and B in English 

   
   

 PHYSICS 
 A Level 

For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Mr A Bhugvandeen : Assistant Vice Principal  
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Content is split into six teaching modules:  
The following units, combined with the Practical Endorsement, constitute the full A level. The 
modules can be summarised as: 
 Module 1: Development of practical skills. 
 
 Module 2: Foundation of physics. 
 
 Module 3: Forces and motion. 
 
 Module 4: Electrons, waves, and photons. 
 
 Module 5: Newtonian world and astrophysics. 
 
 Module 6: Particles and medical physics. 
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Course Overview 
This Product Design course includes the use of a wide variety of fabrics and components and the use of domestic and 

industrial machines for manufacturing techniques. Traditional and modern fabrics are considered, and a growing emphasis 

on the understanding of smart materials for the future will form the basis of exciting discussions about fashion and fabrics of 

the future and how these will affect our daily lives. 

Course Structure 

This course is made up of five core units.  
Unit 1 - Materials, Components and Application – This is a 2 hour written exam paper worth 80 marks. 
Unit 2  - Learning Through Designing and Making – This is a design portfolio in which you will spend approx. 30  hours 
working on and is worth 80 marks. Coursework may take a number of forms: a simple design-and-make project, two smaller 
projects or a portfolio of work. 
A Level Examination 
Exam Paper 1 - Core technical principles and core designing and making principles. This is a 2 hour written exam; it is 
worth 100 marks Exam paper 2 – Specialist knowledge, technical and designing and making principles. This is a 2 hour 
written exam it is worth 25% of your A Level. 
Coursework -  Practical application of technical principles, designing and making principles and specialist knowledge. This 
is a substantial design and making task which will take no more than 45 hours’ worth 100 marks  

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
This course has been designed to encourage candidates to take a broad view of design and technology, to develop their 

capacity to design and make products and to appreciate the complex relations between design, materials, manufacture and 

marketing. 

It provides an excellent foundation for those students wishing to go on to study on a BTEC Foundation course or to study a 

range of Design related subjects at Degree level such as Textiles, Fashion Design, Product Design, graphic Design, 

Furniture Design, Design Crafts, Footwear Design, Jewellery Design, Art and Design and many more. This course gives 

learners the opportunity to develop a range of skills and techniques that are essential for a successful career within the 

Product Design Industry. Here are just SOME of the Careers that you can pursue within Product Design; Product Designer, 

Furniture  Designer, Graphic Designer, Fashion Designer, Surface Patter Designer, Interior Design, Footwear Designer, 

Contour Designer, Toy Designer 

Entry Requirements 
A minimum of a ‘C’ or above in GCSE Design and Technology is required as well as a ‘B’ grade 
Maths, English and Science. 

   
   

 PRODUCT DESIGN 
 A Level 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

  Mrs Harbott : Head of Design and Technology  
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Course Overview 
Students will be expected to: Whilst studying A level Psychology students will learn knowledge and an 
understanding of a variety of psychological concepts, theories and methods. They will develop an ability to 
evaluate treatments and therapies required for a range of psychological conditions and understand their 
appropriateness and effectiveness. 

Course Structure A level course outline (2 year linear) 

Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology 
Section A: Social Influence – conformity, obedience, independent behaviour, minority influence and the processes involved 
in social change. 
Section B: Memory – The multi-store model of memory, the working memory model, types of long-term memory, 
explanations for forgetting, factors affecting the accuracy of eyewitness testimony. 
Section C: Attachment – Caregiver-infant interactions in humans, stages of attachment, types and explanations of 
attachment, Ainsworth¹s Strange Situation¹, animal studies of attachment, the influence of early attachment on childhood 
and adult relationships. 
Section D: Psychopathology – Definitions of abnormality, characteristics, explanations and treatments of phobias, 
depression and OCD. 
Paper 2: Psychology in Context: (2 hour exam: 33.3% of A-level) 
Section A: Approaches in Psychology – Behaviourist, Cognitive, biological, bio psychological approaches and the origins of 
Psychology.            Section B: Biopsychology: as outlined in AS route Paper 
Section A with addition of localization of functions in the brain, recovery of brain after trauma, ways of studying the brain and 
biological rhythms (sleep). 
Section C: Research Methods – methods used in psychological research including experiments, observations, self-report 
techniques and correlations, understanding the scientific process, data analysis and handling. 
Paper 3: (2 hour exam: 33.3% of A-level) 
Section A: Issues and Debates: Including gender and culture in Psychology, free will and determinism, naturenurture 
debate, holism and reductionism, idiographic and nomothetic approaches and ethical implications of research studies and 
theory. 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
Psychology goes well with many other subjects and historically popular choices from our students include taking 
Psychology with Sociology, English, Business Studies, Mathematics and Biology. 

Entry Requirements 
A minimum of 5 grade Cs at GCSE. Further recommendations are a Grade B in Mathematics and Science. 

   
   

 PSYCHOLOGY 
 A Level 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Miss A Blake : Head of Year 12  
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Course Overview 
At NBA Post 16 AQA A level Sociology is delivered, it offers an engaging and effective introduction into Sociology. You do 

not need to have studied Sociology at GCSE in order to access this course. Through studying a range of topics and 

theoretical perspectives you will develop knowledge and understanding about society and how sociologists study and 

research social phenomena and change. Sociology is assessed by 3 2 hour written exams sat at the end of the two year 

course. Each exam is worth 33.33% of the final grade. 

Course Structure 

In Year 12 students will study the following topics:  
Education – students will become familiar with sociological explanations of the role and functions of the education system 
and how social groups such as social class, gender and ethnicity are impacted by factors inside and outside of education in 
contemporary society. 
Theory and Methods - Students will examine a range of methods used to research sociological topics and develop an 
ability to analyse the relationship between theory and method. 
Families and Households – students will learn about the relationship between the family, social structures and social 
change in contemporary society. They will learn about the changing patterns of the family, the demographic trends in the 
UK and the theory surrounding it. 
In Year 13 students will study the following topics 
The Media – students will become familiar with sociological explanations about the ownership and control of the media, 
globalization and popular culture, the different representations of social groups and the impact that the media has on its 
audience. 
Crime and Deviance, Theory and Methods– students develop a critical awareness of crime and deviance, social control 
the social distribution of crime and how globalization has impacted on the type, size and scale of crime. For the theory 
element, students foster a critical awareness of contemporary social processes and draw together the knowledge and skills 
learnt in different aspects of the course  

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
Sociology goes well with Psychology, Geography, English Literature and Philosophy and Ethics 

Entry Requirements 
A minimum of 5 grade Cs at GCSE. Grade B in a humanities subject and or English language is desirable. 

   
   

 SOCIOLOGY 
 A Level 

  For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Miss Blake - Head of Year 12 
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Course Overview 
The course is designed to encourage you to develop an understanding of the Spanish language and culture in Spanish-

speaking countries across the world. You will also study a Spanish film and a novel, giving you the chance to study culture 

in depth alongside the language. The A Level Spanish course covers a variety of interesting issues such as how families 

have changed and immigration, alongside music, history and politics.  

Across the two years, you study 12 topics ranging from the ‘cyber-society’ to the history of dictatorships in Spain and South 

America. You also study a film and a book in detail. In Year 13, you also complete an individual research project of your 

choice. 

Course Structure 

Paper 1: 2.5 hour paper on listening, reading and translation (50% of final A Level grade) 
Paper 2: 2 hour paper on writing (20% of final A Level grade) 
Paper 3: 16-18 minute speaking exam (30% of final A Level grade) 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
With the competition for university places growing ever fiercer, it really pays to have a foreign language qualification on your 

CV, even if you do not intend to study languages at university. This can be a bonus when applying for a wide variety of 

courses, as languages are considered to be challenging A Levels. Your career prospects will improve, as not only do people 

with language qualifications earn on average 8% more, but they are also less likely to be unemployed after university than 

any other graduates (except from medicine and veterinary science graduates). 

Entry Requirements 
GCSE Spanish Grade B or above 

   
   

 SPANISH 
 A Level 

For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Miss Callanan : Head of Modern Languages 
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Course Overview 
The level 3 Cambridge Technical in Sport and Physical Activity is designed to develop knowledge, understanding and skills 

of the principles of sport and physical activity. Students will gain an insight into the sector as they investigate opportunities 

for delivering sport and physical activity to a wide range of participants. There are a wide range of center assessed units 

with practical and wider project-based assessment opportunities, as well as examined units on the body systems and the 

long and short term impacts of sport and physical activity; how sport is organised and the purpose of sports development 

and health and safety requirements in sport and physical activity.  

Course Structure 

Year 12 – Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in Sport and Physical Activity (360 GLH – equivalent to one A-Level) 
Unit 1 – Body systems and the effects of physical activity (Examination) 
Unit 2 – Sport s coaching and activity leadership  
Unit 3 – Sports organisation and development (Examination) 
Unit 13 – Health and fitness testing for sport and exercise  
Unit 18 – Practical skills in sport and physical activities 
 
Year 13 – Cambridge Technical Diploma in Sport and Physical Activity (720 GLH – equivalent to two –Levels) 
Unit 4 – Working safely in sport, exercise, health and leisure (Examination) 
Unit 5 – Performance analysis in sport and exercise  
Unit 8 – Organisation of sports events 
Unit 11 – Physical activity for specific groups 
Unit 17 – Sports injuries and rehabilitation  
Unit 19 – Sport and exercise psychology 

Progression Routes & Qualifications 
Progression to degree qualification, career within sports industry e.g.  sports coach, fitness instructor. Career within the 

forces e.g. police officer. 

Entry Requirements 
GCSE PE/Cambridge National Level s in sport preferable. 
GCSE C or above (or equivalent) in English and Maths 

   
   

 SPORT 
 BTEC Level 3 

For more information about this subject please speak to: 
 

Miss R Brown : Teacher of Sport 
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